Christian  workers  survive  Nepal  quake 


NEPAL  (BP  and  local  report*)  to  shelter,  dean  water,  and  food 
—  Notes  of  a  praise  song  carried  People  constructed  tents  from 
from  one  end  of  the  field  to  an-  poles  and  tarps  or  anything  that 
oiher.  As  the  song  ended,  another  would  provide  protection  from 
started  from  a  different  direction,  the  cold  night  and  possible  rains. 
The  two  singing  churches  pro-  Even  a  group  of  volunteers 


Even  a  group  of  volunteers 
from  a  North  Carolina  Baptist 
church  joined  the  ranks  of  those 
sleeping  outside  their  hotels. 
The  volunteer  team  is  reported 
to  be  ‘shaken  up,  but  fine”  and 
helping  with  immediate  needs 


“Some  pastors  and  disriple- 
ship  trainers’  homes  were  dam¬ 
aged  and  even  destroyed  yester¬ 
day.  yet  they  are  taking  care  of 
their  community,”  the  Christian 
worker  said  About  30  people  are 
staying  in  a  field  near  the  area 
where  their  team  pitched  tents. 
“Each  time  there  is  a  tremor,  ev¬ 
eryone  screams.  We  had  earth¬ 
quakes  all  night  and  much  of  the 
day,”  the  worker  said 

Like  most  of  the  Christian 
population  in  Nepal  —  about  one 
percent  of  a  2 8.8  million  mostly 
Hindu  nation  —  the  worker  and 
her  husband  were  at  church 
when  the  earthquake  hit  at  11:56 
a.m.  local  time.  The  power  went 
out,  followed  by  a  long  and  vio¬ 
lent  tremor.  Panic  ensued,  and 
people  in  the  church  began  to 
pray  and  cry  out  to  the  Lord  for 
their  protection  and  safety. 

Ine  congregation  ran  to  the 
one  and  only  exit  “We  stood  up 
and  had  time  to  hang  onto  each 
other  but  were  then  thrown  to 
the  ground,”  the  worker  said  *1 


killed  and  injured  and  total  de¬ 
struction  of  buildings  and  homes. 

No  Southern  Baptists  or  other 
Christian  workers  in  the  quake 
area  were  reported  killed  miss- 

3’  or  injured  but  the  overall 
is  expected  to  rise  as  rescue 
efforts  expend  from  the  cities  to 
the  countryside. 

Aftershocks  continue  to  rock 
the  area.  The  largest  aftershock 
hit  the  afternoon  of  April  26, 
registering  6.7  in  magnitude 
and  causing  panic  and  tear  for 
thousands  of  locals  and  tourists 
packing  the  streets  and  open 
fields  of  Kathmandu. 

Government  officials  advised 
everyone  to  stay  outside  until 
their  homes  ana  buildings  can 
be  checked. 

A  Christian  worker  said  lo¬ 
cal  churches  and  believers  are 
responding  as  the  “bub”  for  the 
communities  by  providing  access 


DAMAGE  SEVERE  -  Kathmandu  residents  inspect  the  destruction  caused  by  the  April  26 
earthquake  that  killed  thousands  and  injured  many  more  thousands  in  the  small,  mountainous 
Asian  nation.  The  earthquake  registered  7£  on  the  Richter  Scale.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  (MB1 


Prayers  for  Nepal 

■  Pray  for  basic  shelter, 
water,  and  food. 

■  Pray  for  God’s  people 
to  deeply  know  His 
comfort  and  peace 
durina  this  time. 

■  Pray  for  people 
encountering  massive 
aftershocks. 

Thank  God  for  the  safety 
of  volunteer  teams  and 
other  Christian  workers. 


I)isasEr  Relief  is  a  part,  has  al¬ 
ready  begun  responding  to  the 
Nepal  earthquake  of  April  25. 
Local  believers  trained  by  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  personnel  are  assess¬ 
ing  the  damage  and  the  human 
needs  created  by  this  Richter 


WAITING  IT  OUT  —  Afraid  to  return  to  their  homes  because 
of  strong  aftershocks  from  the  April  25  earthquake  in  Nepal, 
residents  of  Kathmandu  wait  in  a  hastily  constructed  tempo¬ 
rary  shelter  until  the  all  clear  signal  is  given  by  authorities. 
(BP  photo  courtesy  of  International  Mission  Board) 


Women,  use  influence  for  good 


Guest  opinion 

with  Katy  McCoy 


away  from  a  problem,  bne  exnonea 
him  to  trust  file  Lord  in  the  face  of 
overwhelming  odds.  She  was  a  true 
leader.  She  never  made  success  about 
her  —  in  fact  she  pointed  out  the 
strengths  of  everyone  else. 

What  about  Esther  (Esther  4-8)? 

She  was  planted  in  a  pagan  palace  so 
she  coula  influence  a  icing  to  spare 
her  people  from  ethnic  cleansing.  No 
military  intervention.  No  revolution. 
Just  one  woman  submitted  to  God.  Her 
predecessor,  Vashti,  was  de-throned 
after  digging  her  heels  in  against  the 
king’s  request.  Why?  Because  even  pa- 

_ - L m at  ii7Avnon  nun 


Bad  case  of  laryngitis 


some  great  position  of  power  or  finan¬ 
cially  wealthy.  They  just  used  their 
influence  rignt  where  they  were. 

The  woman  at  the  well  in  John  4 
went  from  covering  up  her  past  to 
using  it  as  the  introduction  to  telling 
her  whole  town  about  Jesus,  all  be¬ 
cause  she  met  the  Messiah.  Priscilla 
was  uprooted  from  her  home  in  Rome 
and  started  over  in  Corinth,  but  that 
didn’t  stop  her  from  nurturing  a  young 
preacher  named  Apollos  (Acts  18;. 

These  were  ordinary  women.  Much 
like  us,  they  probably  didn’t  feel  they 
had  particularly  extraordinary  lives  - 
but  they  all  had  influence.  The  ques¬ 
tion  was  how  they  chose  to  use  it. 
Maybe  you  find  yourself  in  the  middle 
of  interpersonal  conflict  like  Abigail,  or 
discouraged  by  other  people’s  lack  of 
faith-filled  action,  like  Deborah.  Maybe 
you’re  starting  over  in  a  new  city,  new 
school,  or  new  ministry,  like  Pnscilla. 
Perhaps  you  feel  stuck  in  a  scenario 
that  seems  irredeemable  like  Esther. 
Mavbe  you’ve  experienced  the  Mes¬ 
siah  like  the  woman  at  the  well  and  are 
ready  to  start  telling  the  people  around 
you  about  Him. 

Whoever  you  are,  wherever  you  are, 
you  are  a  woman  of  influence.  The 
question  for  you  and  me  is,  how  will  we 
use  it? 

McCoy  is  the  editor  of  Biblical  - 
lVoman.com ,  where  this  column  first 
appeared.  She  is  pursuing  a  Ph.D.  in 
systematic  theology  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth.  Her  commen 


(here’s  a  segment  of  Mis-  not  writing  01 


pan  politicians  knew  that  women  had 
influence.  . 

Don’t  forget  about  Abigail,  my  per¬ 
sonal  favorite.  She  was  the  picture  of 
grace  under  fire,  defusing  the  temper 
of  a  future  king  and  intervening  in 
what  would  have  been  an  out-oi-con- 
trol  conflict  (1  Samuel  25).  Quick-wit¬ 
ted  and  sharp-minded,  she  spoke  with 
wisdom,  diplomacy,  and  skill. 

It  wasn’t  all  good  influence,  how¬ 
ever.  Sarah  (Genesis  16)  convinced 
her  husband  Abraham  to  fulfill  God’s 
promise  his  own  way  instead  of  waiting 
on  God  to  work.  Jezebel  influenced  her 
husband  Kina  Ahab  to  deal  treacher¬ 
ously  with  a  landowner  and  the  nation 
of  Israel  to  serve  the  pagan  gods  of  sur¬ 
rounding  nations  (1  Kings  19,21). 

It  all  began  with  Eve,  who  pulled 
her  husband  Adam  into  doing  the  one 
thing  he  knew  he  wasn’t  to  do  and 
persuading  him  to  disobey  the  Lord 
(Genesis  3). 

Euodia  and  Syntyche  must  have  had 
some  strong  personalities  foi  Paul  to 
tell  them  to  get  along.  Apparently  their 
riff  was  causing  some  serious  issues 
in  the  church  at  Philippi  (Philippians 
4:2).  Miriam  influenced  all  of  Israel’s 
women  to  celebrate  their  deliverance 
after  crossing  the  Red  Sea.  All  the 
women  followed  her  lead  (Exodus  15), 
but  then  she  helped  instigate  a  rebel¬ 
lion  against  her  brother  Moses  about 
who  was  going  to  be  in  charge  (Num¬ 
bers  12).  Because  of  it,  God  struck  her 


Isissippi’s  political  and  newspapers  defending  their 
■  business  establishments  point  of  view.  , 

that  have  been  strangely  silent  Funny  how  that  works,  isn't  it? 

for  the  past  several  years.  We  have  legalised  gambling. 

They’ve  apparently  been  hiding  We  have  all  the  social  ills  that 
under  their  desks  as  the  bad  go  hand-in-hand  with  legalized 
economy  exposed  their  lies  to  gambling.  What  we  don’t  have 
the  people  of  the  state.  are  the  economic  benefits  we 

Remember  Mien  we  were  were  promised.  Meanwhile,  the 
told  a  little  legalized  gambling  human  toil  continues  to  mount 
on  a  few  riverooats  would  as  the  mass  addictive  behavior 

solve  all  our  money  problems?  that  defines  legalized  gambling 
Remember  when  we  were  told  takes  its  toll  on  the  good  citi- 
the  small  gambling  venues  zens  of  this  state, 
hadn't  actually  solved  all  our  Embezzlement  and  theft  are 
problems  after  all,  but  al-  rife.  No  company  or  charity  or 

towing  massive,  permanent  institution  is  sale  where  gam- 
structures  over  water  would?  blin^  is  legal.  That’s  a  provable 
Remember  when  we  were  told  flct.  The  fist  of  fallen  Mis- 

the  multi-billion-dollar  ca-  sissippians  includes  lawyers, 
sinos  over  the  water  weren’t  bankers,  teachers,  law  enforce- 


close  *from  committed  m  ewino  perking 

T^fca  to  tbeJSlf  CoMt,  tak-  “5*9  ESSTSfld^I’ 
in.  aJl  those  promised  jobs  ™  la,v>°»J*fldrCT 
with  them  -  at  least  the  mostly  ?°  ^niver  in 
lower- level  jobs  that  actually  in* 

did  materialize.  gamble  awav  the  family  food 

Members  of  Mississippi's  money  uMW- 

gambling/ political  complex  ap-  AB  of  this  u  happening  in 
patently  Degan  to  understand  Mississippi,  where  we  were  as 
they  had  ledthe  citizens  of  sured  by  ourpolrtkaJ  and  bus 
Mississippi  on  a  chase  for  fool’s  nes?  that  aBthe  know 

gold.  They  lost  their  voices  social  ills  of  legged  gamblin 
rather  quickly.  would  be  tolerable  given  the 

One  nas  to  wonder  where  all  unlimited  amount  of  money 
of  them  are  today.  They  haven’t  that  would  come  rolling  in. 
been  on  television  lately,  trying  The  truth  had  to  come 
to  convince  us  that  legalized  out  sooner  or  later,  though, 
gambling  is  an  economic  pana-  Now  we  re  hying  with  the 
cea.  They  haven’t  been  on  radio  economic  and  human  conse- 
talk  shows,  arguing  that  we  auences  of  that  bad  decision, 
should  have  gambling  because  Sometimes  we  really  do  get 
everyone  else  has  it.  They’re  what  we  deserve. 
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Pastors'  Conference  slated  June  14-15  in  Columbus 


HE  MUST  J 


PAS  TORS  //  CONFERENCEjd tS 


COLUMBUS,  Ohio  -  Though  this 
year's  Southern  Baptist  Pastors  infer¬ 
ence  will  feature  a  diverse  array  of  speak¬ 
ers  in  terms  of  both  race  and  age,  confer¬ 
ence  president  William  omhhm 
Rice,  pastor  of  Calvary  f*-  iSiBjk 
Churcn  in  Clearwater,  T  WSk 
Fl.,  hopes  those  factors  L  «  gR 

won’t  be  the  annual  fc  ^ 
gathering’s  focus.  m  t 

The  June  14-15  Pas-  A/WQ 
tors'  Conference  will  ng&  ,1111 
feature  preaching,  vvor-  1^1  ' 

ship,  and  prayer  to  un- 
depgird  the  ministry  of  RICE 
pastors  and  their  wives. 

The  sessions  at  the  Greater  Cohimbus  (Oh.) 
Convention  Center  will  be  held  prior  to  the 
SBCs  June  16-17  annual  meeting  there. 

“We  really  wanted  to  have  guys  who 
were  strong  preachers  and  teachers  of  the 
Word,"  Rice  said.  “My  focus  wasn’t  the  lat- 


mkk  that  somebody  has,  but  guys  that  are 
going  to  preach  from  the  Word." 

Speakers  for  the  evening  of  June  14  will 
include  Dean  Fulks,  pastor  of  LifePoint 
Church  in  Columbus,  Oh.,  and  Russell 
Moore,  president  of  the  SBCs  Ethics  &  Re¬ 
ligious  Liberty  Commission  in  NaahviQe. 

The  morning  of  June  15  will  feature  mes¬ 
sages  60m  Vance  Pittman,  pastor  of  Hope 
Church  in  Las  Vegas;  Paul  David  Tripp,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Association  of  Bibli¬ 
cal  Counselors’  Center  for  Pastoral  Life  and 
Care;  and  David  Uth,  pastor  of  Fust  Church 
in  Orlando,  FL 

Speakers  on  the  afternoon  of  June 
15  will  include  Clint  Pressley,  pastor  of 
Hickoiy  Grove  Church  in  Charlotte,  N.C.; 
H.B.  diaries,  pastor  of  Shiloh  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Church  in  Jacksonville,  FL;  and  Steve 
Gaines,  pastor  of  the  Memphis-area  Bel¬ 
levue  Church  in  Cordova,  Tb. 

The  June  15  evening  speakers  will  in¬ 
clude  J.D.  Greear,  pastor  of  The  Summit 
Church  in  Raleigh-Duiham,  N.C.;  James 
MacDonaki  pastor  of  Harvest  Bible  Chapel 
in  Rolling  Meadows,  Ill.;  and  David  Platt, 


COLUMBUS,  Ohio  (BP)  —  Likely  Republican  of  righteousness  are  necessary-  to  maintain  one’s 
presidential  candidate  Ben  Carson,  a  Seventh-day  assurance  of  salvation." 

Adventist,  and  leaders  of  the  Southern  Baptist  In  a  blog  post  published  April  24,  Rice,  pastor  of 

Convention  Pastors’  Conference  have  “mutually  Calvary  Church  in  Clearwater,  Fl.,  addressed  con- 
agreed"  that  Carson  will  not  address  the  Pastors’  cems  regarding  Carson’s  affiliation  with  Seventh- 
Conference  in  June  in  Columbus,  Oh.,  as  previ-  day  Adventists.  Rice's  complete  blog  post  is  at  cal- 
ouslv  scheduled.  vaiy.us/pastcnwfflysbkw. 

"We  didn’t  want  this  to  become  a  distraction  for  “As  a  member  of  the  Seventh-day-  .Adventist 
our  convention,"  Pastors’  Conference  President  Church,  Dr.  Carson  is  publicly  identified  with  thx>- 
WiBiam  Rice  told  Baptist  Press.  “A  number  of  peo-  logical  positions  that  differ  from  those  of  Southern 
pie  began  to  write  about  it  and  express  their  views  Baptists,"  Rice  wrote.  “While  this  is  true,  I  believed, 
on  it,  and  it  threatened  to  become  a  (fcstraction  we  and  still  believe,  that  leaders  gathered  for  our  Soutb- 
never  wanted  it  to  be.  We  feh  like  for  the  health  of  em  Baptist  Pastors' Conference  are  open  to  listen- 
die  convention,  the  health  of  die  Pastors’ Confer-  ing  to  persons  from  outside  our  denomination, 
ence...  the  better  thing  to  do  was  to  mutually  agree  “1  believe  most  are  willing  to  hear  from  nation- 
it's  not  the  right  time  to  do  it"  *  al  leaders  even  if  we  d  sagree  on  some 

Carson,  currently  a  cultural  commen-  points  of  doctrine  as  we  have  done  in  the 

tator  and  professor  emeritus  of  neuro-  f  j  past,  particularly  when  the  point  of  the 

surgery  at  the  Johas  Hopkras  School  of  |  discussion  is  a  biblical  worldview  of  pre 

Medicine  in  Baltimore,  was  scheduled  to  j  ^Br^  vailing  cultural  issues." 

address  the  Pastors’  Conference  on  the  j  M  j  Rice  told  Baptist  Press  that  Carson's 

evening  of  June  14  at  the  Greater  Colum-  I  ^  J  appearance  was  never  intended  to  be  a 

bus  Convention  Center.  Some  Southern  LSHf  political  endorsement  and  Carson  un 

Baptists  raised  theological  and  political  derstood  that.  Pastors'  Conference  lead 

concerns  in  late  March  and  April,  with  BBJiBMrBRB  ere  “frit  likf  [Carson]  could  speak  about 

Texas  pastor  Bart  Barber  and  Baptism,  CARSON  public  issues  and  the  larger  national  is- 

a  network  of  younger  Southern  Baptist  sues  going  on  culturally  ,  but  do  so  in  a 

leaders,  posting  blog  articles  objecting  to  Carson’s  decidedly  apolitical  way  as  a  guy  whose  career  has 
scheduled  appearance  not  been  in  politics,"  Rice  said. 

Barber  is  a  former  SBC  first  vice  president  and  Rice’s  Woe  post  “respectfully disagreed  1"  with 
current  Southwestern  Seminary  trustee.  those  who  believe  Southern  Baptists  should  avoid 


"As  a  member 
of  the  Seventh-day 
Adventist  Church. 

Dr.  Carson  is 
publicly  identified 
with  theological 
positions  that  dif¬ 
fer  from  those  of 
Southern  Baptists. 
While  this  is  true. 
I  believed,  and 
still  believe,  that 
leaders  gathered 
for  our  Southern 
Baptist  Pastors' 
Conference  are 
open  to  listening 
to  persons  from 

outside  our 
denomination.  I 
believe  most  are 
wiling  to  hear  from 
national  leaders 
evsn  if  we  disagree 
on  some  points 
of  doctrine  as  we 
have  done  in  the 
past,  particularly 
when  the  point  of 
the  discussion  is 
a  biblical  world- 
view  of  prevailing 
cultural  issues " 

William  Rica 


president  of  the  SBC  International  Mission 
Board  in  Richmond,  Va. 

Worship  will  be  led  by  Christian  record¬ 
ing  artist  Travis  Cottrell  Harvest  Bible 
Chapel’s  Vertical  Church  Band,  and  Cal¬ 
vary  Church’s  worship  team.  The  Pastors’ 
Conference  offering  wffl  go  to  the  Stowe 
Mission,  an  outreach  of  the  Metro  Colum¬ 
bus  Association  that  seeks  to  meet  physical 
and  spiritual  needs  in  inner  city  Cofumbus. 

This  year’s  leadership  team,  which  in¬ 
cludes  Jeremy  Westbrook,  pastor  of  Liv¬ 
ing  Hope  Church  in  Marysville,  Oh.,  as 
vice  president,  and  Drew  Landry,  pastor  of 
Spotewood  Church  in  Fredericksburg  Va., 
as  treasurer,  hones  the  conference  will  re¬ 
fresh  pastors  ana  their  families. 

"Our  prayer  it  that  every  single  pastor 
would  rally  be  strengthened  and  encour¬ 
aged,  and  that  God  would  speak  to  them,” 
woe  said. 

The  Pastors’  Conference  is  free  and  re¬ 
quires  no  registration.  To  learn  mote  about 
mis  year’s  schedule,  sponsors,  and  theme, 
visit  sbqic.net  For  a  schedule,  visit  sbcpc. 
net/#schedule. 

Child  care  for  children  ages  birth  through 
1 2  years  will  be  offered  during  aD  Pastors 
Conference  sessions.  Children  ages  four 
throuahis  may  repster  for^a  cx)nfermre  pro- 


tist  Church  to  address  the  Pastors'  Conference.  He  wasjailed  for  speaking  truth  to  power.  Southern 

The  Seventh-day  Adventist  Church,  according  Baptists  cannot  and  should  not  hack  away  from  ap- 
to  the  North  American  Mission  Board  s  4truth.  propriate  engagement  in  political  life, 
net  website,  is  "in  basic  agreement  with  historic.  If  Southern  Baptists  will  not  speak,  then  who 
biblical  Christianity.  Thus,  the  SDA  is  not  a  cuh  will?"  Rice  continued.  “In  these  current  days  where 
by  definition.  However,  the  SDA  can  be  correctly  Christian  brothers  are  being  butchered  overseas 
regarded  as  a  Christian  sect  because  it  has  a  num-  and  religious  liberties  are  under  assault  at  home, 
ber  of  distinctive  doctrines  not  in  accord  with  the  will  we  stay  silent  out  of  some  misguided  attempt 
mainstream  of  historic  Christian  faith."  to  avoid  politics  altogether?  I  pray  not.  Political 

Among  the  “distinctive"  doctrines  referenced  leaders  wno  stand  for  religious  liberty  ,  speak  out 
by  NAMB,  the  Seventh -day  Adventist  Church  be-  for  the  oppressed  and  have  the  strength  of  moral 
lieves  Christians  who  worship  on  Sunday  are  in  convictions  should  know  they-  have  a  friend  in 
error  and  “often  implies  that  certain  outward  acts  Southern  Baptists  " 


videdpy  Childrens  Conferences  Internation¬ 
al  Register  at  chBdrensoonferenu&com. 

Southern  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  child¬ 
care  volunteers  will  offer  childcare  for 
newborns  through  age  five  during  the  Pas¬ 
tors’  Conference. 


fTf  ifl 

A 
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T*  ike  many  ofyou  every  day,  in  fact 
I  an^  night,  I  receive  emails 
people  and  companies  and 
fundraisers.  Now  some  of  the  mail  that 
comes  into  my  e-box  is  from  folks  I  know 
and  am  happy  to  hear  from.  Some  of 
the  emails  are  from  people  or  churches 
or  companies  who  are  needing  informa¬ 
tion  or  nelp  with  some  issue  or  idea  and 
some  is  new  electronic  but  old  junk  mail. 
But  most  of  it  like  that  is  iust  totally 
impersonal  and  actually  disconnected. 
Some  of  it  will  come  with  a  greeting, 
"Hallo,  James  Robert  FutraT"  which  is 
a  dead  giveaway  that  they  don’t  know 
who  they  re  talking  to  or  what’s  going 
on.  Some  ofit  is  just  addressed  to,  “Hi." 
But  the  most  impersonal  of  all  came  the 

other  day  that  said,  "Hello _ 

Most  of  the  time  I  would  not  pay  any 
attention  at  all  to  what  they  are  selling 
or  saying,  but  I  was  attracted  toseewJiat 
person  or  company  who  thinks  they’re 
making  a  connection  by  saying,  "Hello 
— i— nr — *  Smoke  signals  are  more  person¬ 
al  than  that  Now  I  know  that  probably 

Hyflo  _ was  pulled  off  some  data 

file  with  my  email  address  and  a  miss¬ 
ing  name  and  so  the  computer  default 
I  was  not 

highly  offended  at  beingaffled _ .  It 

didn  t  hurt  or  humiliate  me  one  bit,  but  I 

can  assure  you  that  I  checked  to  see  what 

company  was  sending  it  and  what  they 
were  wanting  because  I  did  not  want  to 
be  apart  of  what  they  were  doing. 

I  know  that  the  generations  just 
behind  me  actually  think  that  that  is  all 
connectedness  with  their  community 


behind  me  actually  think  that  that  is  all 
connectedness  with  their  community 
world  and  that  that’s  just  who  we  are 
now,  people  who  don  t  know  anybody 
but  stay  connected  with  all  these  blanks. 


Hello 


Folks  on  Twitter  and  Facebook  and 
lastagmm  and  who  connect  with  users 

out  there  by  calling  them _ will  no 

doubt  one  day  in  some  way  come  to  their 
senses  and  realize  this  is  really  not  con¬ 
nectedness  atafl. 

I  am  well  aware  that  Scripture  does 

not  have  a  lot  to  say  about  social  mewtia 
and  aD  of  its  ramifications,  but  it  does 
have  a  lot  to  say  about  personal  relation- 
ships  and  how  significant  they  are  and 
how  they  need  to  be  strengthened.  So  for 
all  of  this  and  all  of  us,  let  me  encourage 
you  to  think  about  three  simple  things. 

One  -  evaluate.  In  context  of  your 

Mr . _ relationships,  pause  and 

evaluate  your  connections.  It  could  be 
that  some  of  them  are  meaningless  and 
empty;  others  can  even  be  wrong  and  de¬ 
structive.  Not  everything  we  read  on  the 
Internet  and  especially  on  these  personal 
connections  is  valid  and  some  ofit  is  not 


just  borderline.  It  is  nothing  more  than 
gross  gossip.  A  bunch  of  it  is  unverified, 
unimportant,  and  improper  informa¬ 
tion.  It  would  be  good  to  evaluate  the 
reality  that  participating  in  gossip  is  not 
.just  passing  it  along,  it’s  also  devouring 
it,  and  the  problem  that  is  created  is  that 
you  are  filling  your  mind  with  things  that 
you  would  be  for  better  served  without. 

It  is  in  some  cases  like  loading  your  life 
up  with  garbage. 

Two  -  extricate.  Back  away  from 
your  entanglement  with  some  of  the 
World  Wide  Web.  Recently  I  was  talking 
with  a  man  who  in  his  church  had  been 


preparation  for  Easter.  He  thoughtfully 
and  prayerfully  gave  up  soda!  media.  As 
he  was  talking  with  me  about  it  he  said, 
“Tne  first  week  was  absolutely  terrible.  I 
did  not  think  I  was  going  to  make  it.”  In 


phone  and  iPad,  be  began  to  realize  how 
dependent,  or  maybe  as  he  himself  said, 
“addicted,"  he  had  becomq^&looking 
every  few  minutes  at  something  on  the 
Internet  or  the  latest  post  by  someone  on 
Facebook.  He  was  almost  at  the  end  of 
his  fast  when  he  was  talking  to  me  and 
he  intended  to  log  back  in,  but  with  a 
different  thought  process  and  not  be  so 
engaged  with  all  that  stuff. 

Third  -  elevate.  The  man  who  was 

sharing  with  me  told  how  it  was  that 

.  there  were  people  right  around  him  that 
he  just  zoned  out  from  in  order  to  look  at 
his  iPhone  or  iPad  and  there  were  real 

live  human  beings  that  he  could  have 

interacted  with  and  chose  not  to  or  at 
least  was  ignoring  them  at  the  moment. 
Deliberately,  thoughtfully,  think  about 
stepping  aside  from  cyberspace  and  see 
and  hear  and  interact  with  the  people 
who  are  in  the  space  just  around  you. 
Elevate  those  relationships.  Make  the 
people  that  you  know  and  see  priority  in 
your  life.  Enjoy  them.  Encourage  them 
Get  to  know  them.  For  some  of  them 
probably  will  be  your  children  or  grand¬ 
children  who  in  just  a  few  weeks  you’ll 

turn  around  twice  and  thcyTl  be  grown 
Maybe  the  kids  will  be  a  mom  or  a  dad  or 
even  a  grandparent  and  then  as  you  flip 
through  your  Facebook  file  a  few  times 
you  will  wonder  why  you  didn’t  take  a 
few  more  minutes  with  them. 

This  may  mean  nothing  to  many  of 
you,  but  if  it  is  meaningful  or  not,  ju  st 
chalk  it  up  as  a  thought  from  Mr. _ . 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direc- 
tions@mbcb.org. 


The  children  of  NEW  HOME  CHURCH, 

enjoyed  an  Easter  egg  hunt  Apr.  3. 


SMITH  COUNTY, 


Childrenof  NEW  BETHEL  CHURCH. 
CARROLL  COUNTY,  are  shown  reacting 
to  a  taste  test  conducted  dunng  a  Team 


Several  newcomers  participated  in  the  March  Minis¬ 
ter  AasatontfSecretary  conference  at  Garaywa  Camp 
end  Conference  Canter. They  included  Linda  Sander 

^JFfWTOjURcaABBEY'LLE.  Diane  Stone 
wew  ALBANY;  Robin  McOon 
•^CALVARY  NEWTON;  WinaWiB*.  PINE  BELT 
Karen  Smilh-  **  LIBERTY 


The  children  of  FIRST  CHURCH,  EUPORA,  enioved  an  East™ 
egg  hunt  and  a  day  of  fun  and  games  at  Bull  BottomFarms. 

In  other  Church  News: 

•  5 ***£??*  Church,  Pearl,  is  boating  its  41st  annual  gospel 

QuartS/ TirrT^rith^if'G^^l'^hoe^^The'^eart  Quarte^^and 

Revelations.  For  more  information,  call  (601)  906-0677.  ’ 


The  preschool  and  children  of  TUCKERS  CROS^ima  rm _ 

ing  books  for  the  church  missionary  famifr  i^![ff^h^renTMin^,DaEyL'  Pr#Pared  50  cok>r 
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Truth  is  not  relative 


Find  it  in  the*  One  who  is  the*  way,  truth,  and  life. 

*  Simply  share  the  following  prayer  with  C.ocl2 

in  \our  own  words: 
1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  (I  have  sinned.) 
^  A  1.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 

and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 
I.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose  from  the 
"Sf.  *  grave  to  forgive  m\  sins  and  to  restore 

^ f  rnv  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 
4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ  into  my  life. 
FromUM|mflpc  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
pPfth  Him.  (I  receive  Christ  as  mv  Savior  and  Lord.) 
Utf  t*s  m.ilWbn  eO  him,  to  them  he  gai<*  the  right  to  bn  nine  thildren  of 

C.nd,  even  fry  those  n ho  beliexe  in  his  name."  1/nhn  1:12 ) 
If  von  make  a  decision  for  (  hrist  loday,  contact  a  local  Southern  Baptist  church 

lor  spiritual  guidance. 


Sine  Die  and  So  Am  I! ! ! 


I  will  miss  some,  but  please  two  consultants,  Lee  Yancey 
know  it  was  not  intentional.  and  Rob  Chambers.  I  thank 
I  give  thanks  for  the  oppor-  them  for  using  their  talents  and 
tunity  to  work  alongside  a  gifted  gifts  in  service  to  the  ministry 
body  of  believers  here  in  the  of  the  CAC  All  three  of  us  m  ust 

Mississippi  Baptist  Building.  “take  our  hats  off  to  Mrs.  Rita 
Dr.  Futral  and  nis  staff  have  McCollum  who  has  been  a  wise 
been  worthy  partners  in  minis-  and  faithful  ministry  assistant 

try  as  we  have  confronted  many  “Thank  you,  Mrs.  Rita!" 
moral  and  sodal  issues.  It  has  There  is  no  need  to  look 

been  a  joy  to  minister  alongside  back  and  enumerate  the  things 

one  who  has  been  a  friend  since  that  happened  along  the  way, 

our  freshman  days  at  Clarke  because  this  is  a  journey  yet  to 
College.  “Thank  you.  Doc!"  be  completed  both  for  me  and 
I  give  thanks  to  the  many  the  CAC.  God  called  me  into  the 

wonderful  individuals  who  have  ministry  at  age  sixteen.  Early 

given  their  time  and  talents  to  on,  my  happiest  days  were  on 

serve  as  a  board  member  for  Sundays  with  a  Bible  in  hand, 

the  CAC.  Their  input  has  been  a  congregation  in  the  pews, 

invaluable  in  helping  us  fulfill  and  a  sermon  to  share  which  I 
the  mandates  given  to  the  CAC  believed  God  had  placed  on  my 
by  our  state  Convention  in  1964.  heart.  That  is  the  way  1  want 

You,  our  Mississippi  Bap-  to  conclude  my  life  -  a  Bible,  a 

tist  Family,  have  been  such  pulpit,  and  a  sermon! 
a  blessing  to  us.  God  has  The  CAC  has  only  had  three 

granted  me  the  privilege  to  be  Executive  Director-Treasurers 
in  and  preach  in  many  of  our  in  its  50  years  of  existence.  Dr.  J. 
churches.  You  have  supported  Clark  Hensley,  Dr.  Paul  Griffin 
us  through  your  Cooperative  Jones  II,  and  me  The  Comm  is 
Program  gifts,  and  a  HThank  skmahemfr  has  a  search  com  - 

You!”  seems  so  small,  but  it  mittee  in  place  and  a  mandated 
coma  from  my  heart.  process  to  follow.  Pray  for  them 

In  the  past  fifteen  years  as  they  search  for  the  next  per 

wonderful  friendships  have  son  to  lead  them  into  the  future, 
been  formed  with  our  statewide  They  will  soon  share  more  infor 
elected  leaders  and  the  mem-  mation  about  this  process, 
here  of  the  House  and  Senate. 

1  will  cherish  those  forever  and 
thank  you  all  for  allowing  me 
your  time  and  input  as  we  dis¬ 
cussed  and  debated  legislation. 

beenprroleged  to  work  with 


I  legislators  Jove  to  hear  in 
V*-/  early  April  each  year  is 
“Sine  Die.  Sine  Die  designates 
the  adjournment  of  the  present 
legislative  session  with  no  future 
date  set  for  resumption.  Shortly 
afterwards,  the  Capitol  halls 
go  silent  until  next  year  unless 
Governor  Bryant  calls  a  special 
session  to  dad  with  two  or  three 
items  that  sriU  need  attention. 

The  CAC  sends  out  a  big 
“Thank  You"  to  our  legislators 
and  our  Governor  for  passing 


with  Jimmy  Porter 


but  being  an  election  year 
some  of  Die  more  controver¬ 
sial  subjects  such  as  education 
funding,  tax  cuts,  the  Institute 
of  Higher  Learning  Board,  and 
a  few  other  items  were  delayed 
until  later.  One  prolife  bill  died 
in  committee,  and  all  proposed 
bills  to  improve  the  election 
process  in  Mississippi  also  died 
in  committee 

Now  for  the  .So  Am  I!”  On 
April  i,  2000,  the  cAC  gave  me 
the  opportunity  of  becoming  the 
Executive  Director-Treasurer. 
This  pest  April  1st  I  celebrated 
fifteen  yean  in  this  capacity,  and 
on  April  30, 2015, 1,  too.  will 
.Sine  Die.  I  have  officially  retired 
and  will  be  vacating  the  office  at 
the  doee  of  that  day.  It  is  with 
mixed  emotions  that  I  share 


a  biS  thatbecome  law  against 
texting  and  driving.  It  was  long 
overdue!  Also,  I  doubt  many  of 
you  wiU  miss  putting  inspection 
stickers  on  your  automobiles. 

Many  issues  were  discussed. 


and  HB  885, 


Submission  Guidelines 


churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 

and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular 
or  outside  organizations  wilt  not  be  published. 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  e-mail  address  below,  and  must  be  included  m  the 
message  segment  of  an  email  form.  Secondary  method:  news 
may  be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch  paper 
and  mailed.  Alt  articles  must  be  received  in  writing:  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  win  be  accepted  Photograph 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the  who.  what.  when, 
where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  persons 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically  via  e-mail,  as 
attachments  in  JPEG  format.  Hard  copy  photographs  mailed 
through  the  postal  service  wi  not  be  accepted  Photographs 
must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  weWighted  Photographs  must  depict 
people.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photographs 
wi  be  primed  Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  clothing  wiU  not  be  published  Cell  phone 
photographs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do  not 
reproduce  well  on  newsprint  are  generally  not  publishable 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
wiU  be  published,  and  unsolicited  material  will  net  be 
acknowledged  or  returned  All  news  items  are  subject  to 
editing,  and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News 
items  and/or  phptographs  can  be  published  one  time  only 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will  be 
published  on  a  space-available  basis  These  guidelines  are 
not  meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P  O  Box  630.  Jackson. 
MS  39206-0630  PAX:  (601)  292-3330  E-mail  baptistrecord# 
mbcb.org 


Porter  senses  as  execu¬ 
tive  director-treasurer  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission.  He  can  he 
contacted  at  601-292-3332  or 
jporterQchristianaction.com . 


firmly  believe  this  is  God's  direc 
tion  tor  pty  life  and  the  CAC. 

In  this,  my  last  article  for 
The  Baptist  Record,  there  are 
so  many  1  need  to  thank.  Sure, 
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Staff  Changes 


LEMOYNE  CHURCH.  BILOXI,  has  called  Abe  Hodges  as  pa* 
tor.  He  is  a  Gulfport  native  and  holds  degrees  from  Mississippi 
College  and  Southern  Seminary*  Previously  he  was  the  children 
and  family  pastor  at  first  Church,  Rayville,  La.  He  is  shown  with 
his  wife  Lindsay  Page  and  children  John  Hayden  and  Ethan. 


MT*  PLEASANT  CHURCH, 
WEST,  has  calledTommy 
Clark  as  pastor.  Ha  is  shown 
with  his  wife  Marilynn. 


BiB-L  ±OZ±JP  H  "R 


Just  for  the  Record 


g  J  Jf 

'  V  u  / 
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Shown  is  the  regional  Korean  worship  service  at  IMMANUEL  CHURCH,  HATTIESBURG, 

Mar.  22,  celebrating  the  church's  sponsorship  of  the  new  church  plant  the  Korean  Church  of  Hat¬ 
tiesburg.  Shown  are  Korean  pastors  and  their  wives  from  across  Louisiana  and  Mississippi. 


RRST  CHURCH.  DURANT. 

has  called  Lyn  Nations  as  tx vo¬ 
cational  pastor.  He  is  shown 
with  his  wife  Virginia. 


BSU  OPKT  JKBQKU  KGHKKUASFET,  BSU 
ZBAU  YSK  OY  BSYOPKQ,  CPBO  WBSSKQ 
YJ  WBS  AZ  OPAZ,  OPBO  KXKS  OPK  CASU 
BSU  OPK  ZKB  YVKT  PAW? 

WBQM  JYNQ:JYQOT-YSK 
Clue:  J  *  F 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week’s 
puzzle:  Isaiah  1:* 

By  Chari*.  Mm.  IB32-2004. ©  200S 


SALES 


ftgftSE  CAU 

HSG  BUWOUGHS 


Eighteen  from  SILVER  CREEK  CHURCH, 

MCCOMB,  attended  the  mother/daughter 
weekend  at  Garaywa  Camp  and  Conference 
Center  Apr  10  -  11. 


Children  cf  ARKADELPH1A  CHURCH,  BAI¬ 
LEY,  are  shown  during  the  dedication  of  the 
church's  new  children's  department  and  the  first 
children's  church  Mar  29  Dano  Rainer,  pastor 
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Crossover  memories  lead  to  big  plans  this  year 


COLUMBUS,  Ohio  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptist  church  planter  Jeremy  Dickson 
of  Baltimore  has  seen  firsthand  the  im¬ 
pact  of  Crossover  upon  the  ministries  of 
a  new  church. 

The  week  before  last  summer’s  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting 
in  Baltimore,  Dickson’s  Infinity  Chunm 
worked  with  Southern  Baptist  volunteers 
during  the  annual  evangelistic  outreach 
to  get  the  word  out  about  a  health  fair 
in  the  church’s  neighborhood.  Thanks 
to  the  help  of  volunteers  who  showed 
up  to  help,  Dickson  believes  the  event 
was  a  rousing  success.  In  feet,  Dickson 
is  so  grateful  for  the  suDDort  of  South- 


is  so  grateful  for  the  support  of  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  during  last  year's  Crossover 
that  he’s  bringing  a  team  to  this  June’s 


Crossover  Columbus  along  with  volun¬ 
teers  from  other  Baltimore  Association 


churches  as  a  way  to  say  “thank 


X 

$00.. 


June  13,  the  Saturday  prior  to  the  start 
of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  Columbus,  Oh., 
on  June  16. 

Dickson  says  nine  people  from  his 
church  have  already  signed  up  to  be  a 
part  of  this  year’s  event. 

They  will  be  helping  a  Columbus 
church  with  a  block  party  in  their 
neighborhood. 

XVe  want  to  ‘pay  fc  forward’  and 
say  ‘thank  you’  to  those  who  came  arid 
helped  us,"  Dickson  said. 

Crossover  is  held  each  year  in  the 
host  city  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  annual  meeting.  A  partnership 
between  the  North  American  Mission 
Board  and  the  local  Southern  Bap 
tist  association,  the  outreach  includes 
churches  throughout  the  host  city 
as  well  as  volunteers  from  churches 
throughout  North  America. 

Infinity  Church  members  have  seen 
four  people  they  met  through  Crossover 
come  to  faith  in  Christ  since  last  sum- 


mer.  Dickson  said.  The  church  has  bap¬ 
tized  three  of  those  new  believers.  Al¬ 
though  it’s  hard  to  quantify  the  influence 
of  Crossover,  he  noted  the  event  also 


contributed  to  the  church  plant  cross¬ 
ing  the  6o-pereon  harrier  in  attendance 
soon  afterward. 

L  7?  means  the  world  to  us  to  join  with 
brothers  and  sisters  who  cared  enough 
about  us  to  give  up  a  week  to  a  week 
and  a  half  in  order  to  come  and  help  us 
serve  our  community,  especially  since 
our  neighborhood  in  Baltimore  is  much 
rougher  than  what  many  of  them  had  ex¬ 
perienced  back  home,"  Dickson  said 
Dickson  noted  that  through  the 
Crossover  event  he  had  one  member  of 
his  church  step  up  to  lead  future  out¬ 
reach  efforts  by  the  church.  After  being 
asked  by  members  of  the  community 


to  do  the  event  again,  the  church  plant 
has  committed  to  host  a  similar  event 
this  August. 

Robert  Anderson,  pastor  of  Colonial 
Church  in  Randallstown,  M<L,  called 
Crossover  "one  of  the  most  impact¬ 
ful  events"  in  his  church's  history.  The 
church  had  hoped  500  people  would  at¬ 
tend  their  first  Colonial  Fest  event.  An¬ 
derson  said  they  were  dreaming  of  800 
people  showing  up.  Instead,  more  than 
1,500  people  participated. 

Anderson  said  he  was  particularly 
excited  that  so  many  people  from  a 
nearby  apartment  complex  parridpat- 
event.  The  effort  openea  up 
additional  ministry  opportunities  in 
that  community. 

He  also  appreciated  the  opportunity 
to  get  more  ofhis  congregation  involved 
m  ministiy  efforts  which  led  to  more 
people  getting  trained  for  evangelism. 
The  event  taught  us  to  trust  God  tor  big 


This  was  an  opportunity  to  say  to  our  community  that  we're 
doing  this  together.  Everyone  has  their  own  neck  of  the  woods 
their  own  Jerusalem.  This  allows  us  to  work  together  in  concert 
to  impact  our  Jerusalem,  which  in  turn  impacts  the  whole  city  * 


Robert  Anderson 


postor  of  Colonial  Church  in  Randaltstown,  Md. 


things,  so  we  re  going  to  do  it  again  this 
year,  “  said  Anderson,  who  was  serving 
as  the  president  of  the  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  of  Maryland/ Delaware  last  summer 
as  his  church  participated  in  Crossover. 

The  joint  work  of  Southern  Baptists  in 
the  city  last  summer  was  a  great  witness 
to  their  community,  Anderson  says. 

"This  was  an  opportunity  to  say  to  our 
community  that  we’re  doing  this  togeth¬ 
er.  Everyone  has  their  own  neck  of  the 


woods,  their  own  Jerusalem.  This  allow: 
us  to  work  together  in  concert  to  impaci 
our  Jerusalem,  which  in  turn  impact: 
the  whole  city." 

For  an  overview  or  to  learn  more 
about  preparing  to  participate  at  Cross¬ 
over  Columbus,  visit  namb.net /cross¬ 
over.  For  additional  information,  visit 
crossovercolumbus.org.  Collegiate 
groups  can  discover  more  about  oppor¬ 
tunities  at  forcolumbus.org. 


Floyd  to  be  nominated  for  second  presidential  term 


COLUMBUS,  Ohio  (BP)  —  Arkansas 
pastor  Ronnie  Floyd  will  be  nomi¬ 
nated  for  a  second  term  as  president 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC),  North  Carolina  pastor  J.D. 
Greear  announced  April  20. 

Floyd  “is  a  leader  God  has  raised 
up  for  us  at  this  crucial  hour,  and 
sensing  God’s  hand  upon  him,  I  want 
to  see  him  lead  us  for  another  year." 


Greear,  pastor  of  The  Summit  Church 
in  Raleigh -Durham,  N.C,  wrote  in  a 
statement  to  Baptist  Press  announc¬ 
ing  his  intentfon  to  nominate  Floyd  at 

Col  JlAbu.l6Oh  SBC  aimUal  meeting  “ 

Pfo>d  has  been  pastor  of  the  multi¬ 
campus  Cross  Church  in  northwest 
Arkansas  for  28  years.  He  also  serves 
as  general  editor  of  the  Bible  Studies 


for  Life  curriculum  published  by  Life- 
Way  Christian  Resources  and  as  lead 
partor  and  strategist  with  the  North 
American  Mission  Board.  Floyd 
served  as  chairman  of  the  SBCs  Great 
Commisaon  Task  Force  in  2009-10 
and  is  a  former  president  of  the  SBC 
Pastors  Conference  and  former  chair- 
man  of  the  SBC  Executive  Committee. 

He  alro  was  a  member  of  the  SBCs 


Program  and  Structure  Task  Foi 
duni«  the  mid-1990s  that  produo 
The  Covenant  for  a  New  Centur 
SBC  restructuring,  streamlining  off 
number  of  SBC  entities  to  nine  fro 
Uje  former  12,  and  the  deveiopme 
of  updated  ministry  assignments  f 
each  SBC  entity. 

No  other  nominations  for  SI 
president  have  been  announced! 
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Judge:  HERO  is  now  in  effect 
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HOUSTON  (BP)  —  The  Houston  ballot  last  November.  The  petition 
Equal  Rights  Ordinance  (HERO)  for  a  referendum  was  launched  af- 

is  now  in  effect,  following  a  local  ter  Houston’s  dty  council  passed 
“  A~“1 - ““  the  contro¬ 

versial  HERO 
measure  in  an 
n-6  vote  last 


“We  passed  a  good  ordinance. 
We  were  right  to  reject  repeal  pe¬ 
tition;  jury  agreed  with  us,  juage 
agreed  with  us!" 

I  The  city's  lead  attor¬ 
ney  Geoffrey’  Harrison, 
also  a  Democrat,  called 
Schaffers  ruling  and 
the  earlier  jury  verdict 
"a  powerful  smack¬ 
down  against  the  forces 
of  discrimination  and 
intolerance,"  the  Hous¬ 
ton  Chronicle  reported. 
“Maybe,  just  maybe, 
they  il  reconsider  their 
misguided  wavs." 

In  addition  to  the  battle  over 
the  ordinance,  Parker  drew 
national  attention  when  attor¬ 
neys  for  the  city  filed  subpoenas 
against  five  Houston  pastors  who 
were  leaders  in  the  coalition  but 
not  parties  to  the  lawsuit.  The 
court  order  called  for  records 
from  sermons  and  discussions 
with  church  members  about 
HERO  and  about  homosexuality  . 

After  religious  liberty  advo¬ 
cates  across  the  nation  cried  foul, 
the  dty  backed  down  and  Parker 
had  the  orders  withdrawn. 


that  codified  protected 
class  status  based  on 
sexual  orientation  and 
gender  identity. 

Judge  Robert  Schaf¬ 
fer  of  die  Texas  152nd 
District  Civil  Court  in 
Houston  rendered  a 
post-tria1  judgment 
April  17  on  a  jury's 
mixed  findings  in  a 
February  trial  involv¬ 
ing  a  range  of  dty  legal 
issues  over  what  consti¬ 
tutes  a  valid  signature 


According 
to  Ballotpedia. 


tions  from  Doth  the  dty  - Court." 
and  opponents  of  the  PARKER  Democratic  Houston 

ordinance.  Mayor  Anise  Parker,  a 

Schaffer’s  ruling  credited  the  self-avowed  lesbian  who  made 
petition  drive  with  16,684  valid  the  ordinance  a  top  priority,  cel- 
signatures  —  585  short  of  the  eb rated  the  April  17  ruling  bv 
17,269  requirement  that  would  Schaffer.  “We  have  a  HERO!v 
have  placed  the  ordinance  on  the  Parker  wrote  on  her  Twitter  feed. 


NEPAL 

coni  from  p  1 


has  yet  to  be  added  to  the  news 
reports  and  death  toll.  Roads 
are  damaged,  and  getting  to 
these  areas  is  difficult.  Govern¬ 
ment  officials  estimate  80%  of 
the  houses  in  rural  areas  have 
been  destroyed. 

The  quake  occurred  at  a  depth 
of  9.3  miles,  which  is  considered 
shallow  and  more  damaging  than 
a  deeper  quake.  News  from  re¬ 
mote  areas  near  the  quake's  epi¬ 
center,  where  many  more  may 
have  died,  has  been  scant.  Inter¬ 
national  Christian  workers  warn 
that  the  days  to  come  might  he 
the  hardest  as  reports  continue  to 
come  in. 

The  rural  village  homes  will 
be  damaged  far  beyond  repair, 
and  the  oeath  toll  at  this  point  is^ 
probably  limited  to  the  city  cen 
ters,"  the  Christian  worker  said. 
“All  of  the  places  where  we  work 
it's  devastating  to  think  about 
what  they  are  experiencing.” 

To  learn  more,  visit  gobgr.org. 


would  describe  trying  to  get  out 
like  being  on  a  trampoline  with 
people  carrying  it  and  you’re  trying 
to  walk  from  one  side  of  it  to  the 
other  —  completely'  off-centered 
and  unsettling,  nearly  impossible. 
We  both  prayed.  Lord,  please  let 
us  get  out  of  this  building.  ’” 

Baptist  Global  Response 
(BGk),  the  Southern  Baptist  hu¬ 
manitarian  organization  liased 
in  Nashville,  began  the  needs 
assessment  process  on  April  27. 
The  organization  said  the  first 
response  is  expected  to  include 
basic  survival  needs  like  water, 
shelter,  food,  and  healthcare. 

Volunteer  groups  that  work 
with  BGR  received  Sphere  Proj¬ 
ect  Training  in  February  ,  focus 
ing  on  meeting  victims'  needs 
during  humanitarian  crises. 

The  damage  to  rural  areas 


iy*> 

First  Year 
GUARANTEED 
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What  happens  to  those  branches  that  break  in  the  storms  of  life? 

Every  year,  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  provides 
a  safety  net  for  hundreds  of  children  whose  family  trees  are  broken. 


e  e 
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The  BCV  became  my  family  at 
i  B.  I  am  proud  to  be  a  Village  Kid’ 
and  always  will  be 


—  BRUCE  MILNER 


"I  wouldn’t  trade  my  childhood 
at  the  BCV  with  anyone  " 

—  SEAN  MILNER 


“It  was  {Housemother)  Granny  Brown  s 
famous  biscuits  that  prepared  me  for  my  high 
school  and  college  football  career.” 

—  MIKE  MILNER 


Changing  one  life  at 
The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 
will  change  generations. 

MOTHER’S  DAY  ANNUAL  OFFERING 

\  Please  call  or  visit  us  online  to  order  materials  to  promote  the  Mother's  Day  Annual  Offering  in  your  church. 
S 

’  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  has  designated  Mother's  Oay,  May  10, 2015  as  a  day  of  emphasis  for 

The  Baptist  Children's  Village  Please  consider  praying  for  BCV  families,  and  giving  to  change  family  trees 


The  Baptist  Children's  Village  •  PO  Box  27  •  Clinton,  Mississippi  39060  •  601  952.2422  •  601  952  2906  (FAX) 

www.  baptistchildrensvillage  com 


Sunday  School  Lesson 

Awestruck*  Habakkuk 3: 1-6,  11-13 ,  16-19 


for  May  3,  2015  ****** 


The  hymn  writer  Mark  AJtrogge  penned 
it  ao  well, 

“Andlstdnd,  I  stand  in  awe  of  You 
l  stand,  /  stand  in  awe  of  You 
Hoty  God,  to  whom  all  praise  is  due 
l  stand  m  awe  of  You” 

Habakkuk  pens  a  hymn  of  prayer  as 
he  expresses  nis  feelings  toward  God  in 
response  to  the  revelation  which  God  has 
given  him  regarding  the  future  of  His  peo¬ 
ple.  He  is  indeed  awestruck’.  He  shares 
what  should  be  our  response  as  well. 

Stand  in  Awe  (Habakkuk  3:1-2) 

X>  Lord.  I  have  heard  your  speech  and 
was  afraid"  (v.2a  NKJV) 

The  prophet's  prayer  was  simple  at 
first,  “In  wrath  remember  mercy*  (v.  2b) 
We  do  not  have  to  pray  in  eloquent 
words  that  flow  with  King  James  English, 
just  the  words  of  die  heart  to  express  our 
concerns  to  our  Heavenly  Father.  Such 
was  the  prayer  of  Habakkuk. 

Tremble  in  His  Splendor 
(Habakkuk  3:3-0) 

“His  gbry  covered  the  heavens... His 
brightness  was  like  the  light..  Jtis  ways 
are  everlasting m  (v.  3b,  4a,  6d  NKJV) 

This  is  a  theophany  describing  the 
presence  of  God.  His  glory  covers  ev¬ 
erything  and  fills  the  earth  with  praise. 
His  brilliance  transcends  eywything 
and  nothing  is  hidden  from  His  power 


He  stands  above,  through,  and  beyond 
all  of  His  creation.  There  is  nothing 
in  comparison. 

Habakkuk  describes  God  as  actively 
involved  in  every  part  of  His  creation  and 
concerned  for  the  well-being  of  aH  Words 
are  inadequate  to  describe  His  nature. 

Celebrate  His  Victory 
(Habakkuk  3:11-15) 

"You  went  forth  for  the  salvation  of 
Your  people,  for  salvation  with  Your 
Anointed. 

(Habak¬ 
kuk  3:13)  I 

T  h  e  | 
prophet  1 
continues  j 
his  prayer 
hymn  de¬ 
scribing 
the  wrath 
of  God  as 
punishes 
sin  and  pro¬ 
tects  His  people.  He  caused  the  sun  and 
moon  to  stand  still  to  give  His  children 
time  in  battle.  He  trampled  nations  in  an¬ 
ger.  But  most  importantly  He  went  forth 
for  the  salvation  of  His  people  with  His 
Anointed  One.  Ultimately,  He  sent  Jesus 
to  provide  the  way  for  complete  victory 
over  eviL  He  is  indeed  worthy  of  celebra¬ 
tion  and  praise. 


Rejoice  in  Faith  (Habakkuk  3:16-19) 
lTet  1  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  will  iou 
in  the  God  of  my  salvation ."  (Habakkuk 
3:18  NKJV) 

Habakkuk  concludes  his  prayer  with  a 
confession.  He  trembled  at  the  revelation 
he  had  been  given  about  God.  He  frit  rot¬ 
ten  to  the  core  of  his  being.  He  knew  God 
would  deal  with  the  wickedness.  In  the 
process,  God  would  take  care  of  His  people. 
All  of  nature  may  be  destroyed  and  there 
may  be  no  harvest  in  the  fields,  but  God 
would  still  take  care  of  His  people.  He  con¬ 
fesses  his 
determina¬ 
tion  to  re- 
joice  in  the 
God  of  his 
salvation. 
He  pro¬ 
claimed  the 
Lord  God 
to  be  his 
— 1  strength. 
He  says 

God  will  take  him  to  the  mountain  tops 
with  the  sure  footedness  of  the  deer  and 
not  be  afraid  to  enable  him  to  walk  closer 
to  His  heavenly  Father. 

Habakkuk  has  seen  the  judgmental  side 
of  God  and  beard  with  assurance  that  God 
will  take  care  of  those  who  fotiew  Him  and 
trust  the  truth  of  His  Word.  He  further 
gives  us  a  look  at  the  justice  of  God.  Both 


Explore  the 

with  Kiety  D.  Yo 


sides  are  critical  to  understand  That  is  why 
we  stand  in  awe. 

Present  cultures  leave  little  room  for 
both  the  love  and  wrath  of  God  They  only 
want  to  hear  of  a  god  who  will  ultimately 
deliver  everyone  horn  punishment  Ha¬ 
bakkuk  describes  the  God  of  love  and  the 
God  of  wrath.  Yes,  we  believe  in  John  3:16 
“For  God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave 
His  only  begotten  Son,  that  whoever  be¬ 
lieves  in  Him  should  not  perish  but  have 
everlasting  life."(NKJV)  BuT...we  also  read 
and  believe  John  3:17-18,  “For  God  did  not 
send  His  Son  into  tne  world  to  condemn 
the  world,  but  that  the  world  through  Him 
might  be  saved  He  who  believes  in  Him  is 
not  condemned  but  he  who  does  not  be¬ 
lieve  is  condemned  already,  because  he  has 
not  believed  in  the  name  of  the  only  begot¬ 
ten  Son  of  God"(NKJV) 

Habakkuk  saw  a  world  in  confusion,  but 
God  gave  him  a  vision  of  hope.  He  foresaw 
salvation  through  the  Anointed  One,  the 


Jesus  said,  *1  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and 
the  life.  No  one  comes  to  the  Father  except 
through  Me."  (John  14:6  NKJV) 

"We  stand;  we  stand  in  awe  of  You". 
Amen  and  Amen. 

Youna  is  retired  Sunday  School  Di¬ 
rector,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  and  a  member  of  Ridgecrest 
Church,  Madison. 


Stick  with  Encouragement  •  Acts  9:26-28,  1 1:21-26 


Can  you  name  two  of  the  most  influ¬ 
ential  men  in  the  early  church?  I  will 
hum  that  famous  "Jeopardy"  theme  mu¬ 
sic  while  we  wait  for  your  answer.  Did 
you  say  Peter?  Did  you  say  Paul?  Gold 
Star  answer!  But  wait... hold  on  a  minute. 
If  we  could  interview  Peter  and  Paul, 
they  would  challenge  your  answer.  Pe¬ 
ter  would  probably  say  that  if  it  weren't 
for  his  brother  Andrew,  he  would  have 
kept  right  on  fishing  for  fish  instead  of 
for  people.  Paul  wofluTprobabty  say  that 
if  it  fiaa  not  been  for  a  man  named  Ana¬ 
nias,  he  would  have  kept  right  on  kill¬ 
ing  Christians  instead  01  becoming  one. 
Certainly,  Paul  would  tell  you  about  his 
friend  named  Barnabas.  Where  would 
ANY  of  us  be  without  those  special  God- 
sent  encouragers? 

According  to  chapter  one  of  the  gospel 
of  John  the  Apostle,  Andrew  was  initially 
a  disciple  of  John  the  Baptizer.  Shortly 
after  tne  baptism  of  Jesus,  Andrew  be¬ 
came  a  follower  of  Jesus.  The  very  first 
thing  Andrew  did  after  meeting  Jesus 
was  to  introduce  his  brother,  Peter,  to 
Jesus.  Thank  goodness  for  Andrew.  He 
is  an  example  of  the  urgency  of  connect¬ 
ing  people  with  Jesus.  That  s  encourage¬ 
ment.  Result?  Along  with  Andrew,  Peter 
became  one  of  the  first  of  twelve  disciples 
chosen  by  Jesus.  After  the  ascension,  Pe¬ 
ter  the  Jesus-denying  fisherman  became 


Peter  the  Jesus-testifying  preacher  with 
a  powerful  message  of  the  change  Jesus 
can  make  in  lives. 

Likewise,  according  to  chapter  nine  of 
the  book  of  Acts,  Doctor  Luke  details  for 
us  the  salvation  experience  of  Saul  of  Tar¬ 
sus.  (Saul  was  his  Hebrew  family  tribal 
name.  Paul  was  his  public  Gentile  Roman 
name).  He  was  on  nis  way  to  Damascus 
with  official  letters  from  the  High  Priest  in 
Jerusalem 


go  speak  to  the  very  man  who  came  to 
Damascus  to  arrest  you  for  your  faith  in 
Jesus.  Despite  the  personal  and  spiritual 
risk,  Ananias  went  to  the  house  and  laid 
hands  on  Paul.  He  received  his  sight. 

Ananias  was  the  first  to  rail  Paul 


authoriz¬ 
ing  him  to 
arrest  any 
believers 
he  might 
find  wor¬ 
shipping 
Jesus  in 
synagogues 
there.  A 


blinding 

light  from  Heaven  stopped  Paul  in  his 
tracks,  arresting  him  instead!  Jesus  spoke 
directly  to  Paul,  giving  him  his  genuine 
marching  orders.  Pauls  first  “encourage¬ 
ment"  came  from  Jesus. 

Three  days  of  no  food  and  water  and 
physical  blindness  blessed  Paul  with  the 
gift  of  true  spiritual  insight.  God  brought 
a  man  named  Ananias  who  lived  in  Da¬ 
mascus  to  speak  to  Paul.  I’m  sure  Ananias 
was  not  comfortable  with  his  assignment: 


n  his  way  to  Damascus  same  disciples  he  came  to  capture.  All  of 
5  from  the  High  Priest  in  the  Old  Testament  scripture  scrolls  Paul 

knew  by 
heart 

ploded  with 
enlighten- 
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sus  he  had 

despised. 
He  was  be- 

*1  stopped  Paul  in  his  ing  prepared  to  be  a  light  not  only  to  his 


ing  prepared  to  be  a  light  not  only  to  his 
Jewish  Kinsmen  but  also  to  the  Gentiles. 

Paul\<  gospel  ioumey  was  just  begin¬ 
ning.  However,  nis  reputation  of  being 


ning.  However,  his  reputation  of  being 
diametrically  opposed  to  people  of  “The 
Way"  preceoed  Paul  everywhere  he  went. 
Believers  were  afraid  of  him.  God  had  a 
man  and  a  plan  to  introduce  Paul.  His 
name  was  Barnabas.  We  meet  Barnabas 
in  the  closing  verses  of  Acts  4  at  the  real 
estate  office  in  Jerusalem.  He  is  a  Levite 


from  Cyprus.  As  an  example  of  precious 
personal  sacrifice,  Barnabas  sells  a  valu¬ 
able  piece  of  land.  He  brings  the  entire 
purchase  price  and  lays  it  at  the  feet  of 
the  apostles  to  be  used  for  ministry  in 
the  early  church.  Barnabas  is  introduced 
to  readers  of  scripture  as  a  man  named 
“Joseph"  which  means  “add  to  me."  The 
apostles  gave  him  the  name  “Barnabas" 
meaning  son  of  encouragement.  The 
word  for  encouragement  here  is  the  same 
word  translated  for  Holy  Spirit,  paraklete 
or  comfortor. 

In  Acts  9,  God  used  Barnabas  to  vouch 
for  the  testimony  of  Paul,  introducing  him 
properly  to  the  believers  in  Jerusalem. 
Barnabas  stood  in  the  gap  for  Paul  to  build 
a  bridge  for  the  gospel,  in  Acts  11,  we  also 
see  Barnabas  bringing  Paul  to  Antioch  to 
meet  with  believers  there.  The  disciples 
were  first  called  “Christians"  at  Antioch. 
Barnabas  and  Paul  faithfully  served  to¬ 
gether  at  Antioch  and  were  sent  from  there 
on  the  first  missionary  joumev. 

Qualities  of  a  Holy  Spirit-filled  encour- 
ager  resided  in  Bamaoas:  partnership, 
goodness,  faithfulness,  friendship.  In  rela- 
tionships.  love  is  not  negotiable  Encour¬ 
agement  is  journey  fuel.  Stick  with  those. 
Don’t  leave  nome  without  them. 

Brown  is  staff  evangelist.  First  Church, 
Richland. 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

►  Whtcbr  Grove  Church,  Homecoming,  May  3;  singing, 

Corinth:  Homecoming  May  3.  io:30  a.m.,  followed  by  worship 

10  a.m.  Mark  Tracing  Quar-  and  dinner  on  the  grounds;  Jes- 
tet,  music.  sie  Napp.  pastor  and  speaker 

►  Salem  (Kellie  Store)  ►  New  Salem  Church,  Mc- 
Church,  Kemper  County:  Cell  Creek:  Homecoming,  May 


3;  services,  10:30  a.m.;  The  lit¬ 
tle  River,  music. 

►  Highland  Church.  Seoato- 
bie:  Revival,  May  3-6;  Sun.,  5 
p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  6:30  D.m.; 
Tommy  Vinson,  speaker,  Glenn 
Herring,  music. 

►  Clear  Branch  Church,  Wes¬ 
son:  Homecoming,  May  3;  High 
Roads  III  in  concert,  9:30  a.m.; 


worship,  10:30  a.m.,  followed 
by  lunch;  Jonathan  Sherwin, 
“speaker,  Wayne  Moak,  pastor. 
►  Victory  Church, 

Brookhaven:  Revival,  May  3 
-  6;  Sun.,  Sunday  School,  10 
a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m.,  followed 
by  fellowship  meal  and  5  p.m.; 
Mon.  -  Wed,  6:30  p.m.;  Jeff 
Davis,  speaker,  Bobby  Free¬ 


man,  music;  Thomas  Wicker, 


►  Silver  Creek  Church,  Mc- 
Comb:  Homecoming/May  Day 
services.  May  3;  services  Drain 
at  10  a.m.  with  music  by  Tim 
Frith  and  the  Gospel  Echoes 
(love  offering);  worship,  11 
a.m.,  followed  by  dinner  on  the 
grounds.  / 
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Pastors’  wives  to  gather  in  Columbus  during  SBC  meet 


COLUMBUS,  Oh.  (BP)  -  Minister*  wives  attending  the  ^ _ _ 

annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  are 
invited  to  a  trio  of  women’s  events  based  on  the  theme,  I 

“Radiant"  These  events  indude  a  Pastors  Wives  Confer-  '  P  \ 

ence,  a  Ministers’  Wives  Luncheon,  and  a  Women’s  Expo.  / 

The  Pastors’  Wives  Conference,  held  during  the  mom-  /  M  ^ 

ing  session  of  the  Pastors  Conference  on  June  15,  from  /  S  x 

8*45  -  11:45  a.m.,  will  feature  teaching  sessions,  table  dis-  w  / 

cussions,  and  a  live  poBr  £  m  y* — 

Speakers  include  Christine  Hoover  of  Charlottes-  £  \  /7  /  slf  /yf  / 

ville,  Va^  addressing  "Four  Anchors  Every  Pastor's  Wife  •  \  (/J  C^l  L/C'/7  rf  / 

Needs;"  Lori  McDaniel  of  Rogers,  Ar.t  on  “Living  on  Mis-  1/  (  0 

sionf  and  Naghmeh  Abedim  on  the  persecuted  church  t  _  ,  f  / 

and  its  effect  on  pastors’  fiunihes.  ministers'  wives 

Hoover  is  the  aiuthor  of  The  Church  Planter’s  Wife. 

McDaniel  serves  as  a  women's  consultant  for  the  Interna-  Women  who  serve  in  any  facet  of  local  church  leadership, 
tionaJ  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  missions,  and  denominational  work  are  invited  to  attend 
in  Richmond,  VaM  and  Abedini  is  the  wire  of  imprisoned  The  annual  SBC  Ministers’  Wives  Luncheon  will  take 
Iranian  American  pastor,  Saeed  Abedini.  place  at  noon  on  June  16,  also  in  the  Regency  Ballroom. 

Kathy  Litton,  the  national  consultant  for  ministiy  to  The  luncheon's  guest  speaker  qufcqpe  Smith,  wife  of  Todd 
pastors  wives  for  the  Southern  Baptist  North  American  Smith,  lead  rnwr  of  Dove  Award-wmning  group  Seiah  and 
Mission  Board,  will  conduct  a  live  poll  of  the  audience  on  author  of  I  WiB  Carry  You:  The  Sacred  Dance  of  Grief  and 
the  subjects  of  marriage  and  ministry.  Kristin  and  Eric  Joy,  as  well  as  the  popular  bfog  entitled.  Bring  the  Rain. 
Yeidefl  of  First  Church  in  Naples,  FI.,  again  will  lead  mu-  She  holds  a  master’s  degree  in  developmental  psychol- 
sic  for  the  session.  ogy  from  Vanderbilt  University  in  Nashville  and  lives  with 

The  conference  is  hosted  in  the  Hyatt  Regency  Ball-  her  husband  and  daughters  in  Nashville, 
room  of  the  Greater  Columbus  Convention  Center.  There  The  guest  musician  is  TaRanda  Greene,  who  be- 
is  no  cost  for  the  event  and  registration  is  not  required,  gan  her  career  with  the  Southern  Gospel  group,  The 


comma  Tour  and  has  been  a  guest  vocalist  at  the  Brook¬ 
lyn  Taoeraade.  After  joining  The  Greenes,  she  met  her 
husband  Tony.  In  20io,  Greene  found  herself  a  widow 
and  a  single  mother  of  two  girls,  a  story  she  now  shares 
through  music  and  testimony. 

Luncheon  tickets  are  $15  and  can  be  purchased 
at  lifeway.com/Event/womens-event-sbc-ministers- 
wives-luncheon,  or  by  contacting  Mary  Cox  at  mary. 
cox@northmetro.net 

A  Women’s  Expo  displaying  resources  for  ministry  to 
women  will  be  open  in  tne  foyer  to  the  ballroom  prior  to 
both  events.  Pastor’s  wife  and  author  Diane  Nix,  wife  of 
Preston  Nix,  New  Orleans  Seminary  professor  of  evan¬ 
gelism  and  evangelistic  preaching,  will  direct  the  expo. 

Pastors’  Wives  Conference  organizer  Susie  Havdtins 
said  rather  than  attaching  itself  to  the  Pastors’  Confer¬ 
ence  theme  as  in  years  past,  the  Pastors’  Wives  Confer¬ 
ence  will  now  cany  the  same  theme  as  the  Ministers’ 
Wives  luncheon. 

"We  want  to  encourage  women  to  be  radiant  in  their 
persona]  spiritual  walks,  marriages,  and  ministries," 
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